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Dear Parents/Caregivers


 (
Calendar of Events:
Wednesday, 10 March
Sports Day at QEII
Early March
 
IEP Meetings with parents
Thursday, 1 April
  
        End of Term 1
Monday, 19 April                         Beginning of Term 2
)









Education and Review Office:

ERO has come and gone, we now wait to receive their written report.  Written reports generally take about one month to be processed.  Their verbal report to the board last month went particularly well from the schools point of view.

In particular ERO was very impressed with
Student progress and achievement - Students at Ferndale are achieving very well.
School Curriculum – an appropriate curriculum has been developed which reflects the unique characteristics of the schools students and its community and is clearly responsive to students strengths, needs and interests.  Teachers provide students with a good variety of appropriate opportunities to learn and experience success both within and beyond the school. 

Wheelchair Issues:

To make the best use of physiotherapy resources at Ferndale School, the Board has considered how the time consuming process of wheelchair assessment and prescription should be handled.  As there are three government organisations who deal with wheelchair issue specifically it is thought best that all request for new wheelchairs be forwarded to one of the following:

Beacon House (up to 15 years)	Ph: 383.6820
Community Therapy Team (PMH)	Ph: 337.7961
Enable Seating Outreach Clinic	Ph: 371.7603

The Ferndale Physiotherapist (Mellinda Wilson) will gladly do the initial referral to one of the above service and is also happy to liaise with specialists in these services.
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This Summer term is a compulsory hat term for students.  Please send in a named sunhat with your child.





Website

Our new website is up and running, if you have internet access you will be able to visit our new site on www.ferndaleschool.co.nz 



	
Christmas Raffle Results

1st Price: Leathem Family
2nd Price: Wright Family
3rd Price: Diamond Family
4th Price: Jade Kauhau
5th Price: Greenwood Family
6th Price: Annie Barnes
7th Price: Sincock Family
8th Price: Rachael Mercer
9th Price: Sandy Sladen
10th Price: Trish Polsen
11th Price: Tracy Pirie






















Easter Raffle
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Please donate goodies for the Easter baskets. We appreciate your support in this successful fund raiser. Tickets for the Easter Raffle will be distributed on 8 March 2010 and need to be returned to school by 26 March 2010.  





Learning environment and responsiveness – teachers and other staff provide students with a positive and affirming learning environment.  They place a strong focus on teaching and learning with effective team work between teachers and skilled support staff.
Management Practices and Structures – The school is well managed and lead .  The principal and deputy principal provide strong, complimentary leadership.  Senior staff work collaboratively and help create a positive school culture.




Public Health Service                

This service is a free, confidential and mobile!  The health nurse will visit Ferndale and units on a regular basis but also work with families for more information contact Ferndale Office on 355.7595.



School Fees and Class Activity Fees:

School Fees and Class Activity money are donations and are valuable source of income for the school.  These fees are used on our school vans and outside activities which our students thoroughly enjoy.  These fees are not compulsory but you may use the school receipts to claim against your Income Tax. 


Therapy News 

Welcome to 2010 from the therapy team.  This year we have the following therapists working in our team:

Kathryn Hammond, Occupational Therapist, fulltime
kathryn.hammond@ferndale.school.nz

Mellinda Wilson, Physiotherapist, full time
mellinda.wilson@ferndale.school.nz

Pip Baker, Speech and Language Therapist, Tuesday to Friday pip.baker@ferndale.school.nz

Jo Byrne, Speech and Language Therapist, Monday and Wednesday jo.byrne@ferndale.school.nz

Therapists are often able to work with your child to address specific school-based therapy needs.  The teacher can make a referral to the therapy team or you can ask the teacher to make a referral.  Therapists will write to you and ask if you consent to therapy input.  Please sign and return this form if you agree.  You may be asked to give consent for therapy a number of times over the year. Each new referral requires a consent letter as we are obliged to ensure you give ongoing consent to therapy.  
 
Therapists hours are limited.  Referrals sometimes need to be wait-listed.  If you have concerns that an issue has become more urgent, contact your child’s teacher or the therapist so they are aware of this.


Thank you to those who were able to complete the therapy questionnaire last year.  One of the recommendations from this survey was to have a regular ‘slot’ in the parent newsletter.  We look forward to any feedback regarding topics you would like covered.

Kathryn Hammond is Manager of the Therapy Team at Ferndale School.  If you have any questions, suggestions or comments about the therapy service please contact Kathryn for help and support.  You can reach her by phoning Ferndale Office on 355.7595.

Special Education Review

The Minister for Special Education, Heather Roy has publish the first of a two part review around delivery of services to ORRS funded pupils.  We will send more information out to all parents and caregivers early next week.


Outreach Paediatric Clinics

Suggested dates for paediatric clinics this year are 12 May 2010 and 8 September 2010 from 9am to 12noon.  Appointments are 30 minutes long.  I would encourage parents/caregiver to use this service.  Please contact the office at 355.7595 if you would like to make an appointment.  Alternatively you can contact your classroom teacher.
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